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CONFEREES ON
- DISTRICT BILL
CANNOT AGREE

At Odds Over Five Items, In-
cluding Raise in Pay for
D. C. Employes.

INTANGIBLE TAX AN ISSUE

.

Municipal Hospital, Surplus
Revenue, and Klingle Ford
Provisions Not Accepted.

Benate and House conferees on the
District appropristion bill, at a meet-

GERMANS URGED TO
SACRIFIEE_GEMS

AMSTERDAM, Feb, 20.—The
Norddeutsche Allgemelne Zeitung,

of Berlin, prints prominently an
appeal by the president of the
German Imperial Bank for all
German men and women (o »ell
thelr gold wvaluables to the Im-
perinl Bank and disposs of all
Jewels held by them In neutral
countries through =a diamond
AgeEnCy.

The appeal says the sacrifice of
gold and jewels which the bank
demands forma a part of the neces
eary supply work, but that all
classes do not fully recognize the
necossity of this further sacrifice.

The president in his appeal adds
that he does not need to demand
the sacriflee of gold ornaments of
especial historical, artistle or eth-
fcal Interest, but he does require
all gold ornaments outside this
cAlegoTY.

ing this morning and another this af-
ternoon, decided to report a disagree-
ment on the following five tema:

The proposed increase of pay to Dis-
irict employes.

The Sterling amendment to the in-
tangible tax law.

The Gallinger municipal hospital.

The Senate prgvision that any sur-
plus of the revenues shall go to the
rinking fund of the District.

The Benate provigsion for purchase
of the Klingle Ford Valley tract.

The conferses will prepare a formal
report {0 the Senate and House and
sign It this afternoon. It will show
An agreement except as fo these
itema.

Awteg Tex Usndetermined.

The automobile tax provision had
not bean disposed of by the conferees
up to the time of the meeling this
afternoon,

The conferees
increases for the schools and
improvementa.

Ninety additional police, Instead of
100, as in the Senate bill, are allowed,

A compromise was made on the pro-
vislon for matrons in the schools, and
matrons are allowed the high schools.

The disagroegment as to the amount
of Increase (n"pay for the District em-
ployes simply means that the con-
ferees are awaiting action on the
legislative bill. What is done In that
will be taken an the standard, though
thers is sirong sentiment among the
Senate conferses to accept the House
rate of increase as made In the legis
Iative bill,

Intangible Tax Dispute.
As o the Sterling amendment to the

intangible tsx Jaw, the conferces are
divided in opinlon about the taxing
w deponite. Much sentiment
aguinst taxing them. It has
been pointed out that to tax them
simply has & tendency, not to benefit
Washington, but to drive depoalts out
of Washington. Senator John Walter
Smith of Maryland, despite the fact it
would benefit Baltimore and mh-_-rl
Maryland cities to have bank deposits |
here taxed, in agninst taxing them.
Detalled figures on the totals of the
bill a8 agreed to by the confereces are |
not available The total, however, |
is largely Increased over that of
the House bill

ASKS VIENNA ATTITUDE

Ambassador Penfield Wants To
Ascertain Stand of Austria.
AMSTERDIAM, Feb, 20 —American
Ambassador Penfield, at
asked
office what
s tnking
dispatches from there declired today

have allowed liberal
strest

Vienna, has
the Austro-Hungarian forelgn
attitude that government

en the submarine warfare,

His messnge did nut say specifically
whather had
assgrances in the An

Auwiria withdrawn |Iis

onia and Persia

submarinings

TAFT CAN RIDE, BUT—

Ex-President, Now Reservist, Says |
*Twould Be Hard on Horse.

HARTFORL, Conn Feh, 20 A
former President «f the United States
has been enrolled in the Conpnecticing
military census, the fHret New Haven
man to be visited by & census agent
The facts about the distinguished re-
f#ervisy are Thewe

His name s Willinm Howard Taft

He I1s & professor of law, in his Afliy-
ninth year,

He says that he can ride n horse,
adding: *“But it would be hard on the
horse.”

He paye that he cannot handie n
team or drive an automebile He s
a fairly good swimmer, he suys, and,
being & lawyer, he hus no oLther occu-
pation

He cannot snll a boat, oporate a

wireless or understand telegraphy
.

He weighs 25 pounds and j= § fest

10% inches in height
MANY GERMANS TAKEN
Paris Announces Successful Raid |
North of Flirey.
PARIS, Feb, 20 —Many prisoners
were captured in a sarprise raid norin

of Flirey and west of Waterville, the
FPrench war office statement declarod
today '

In the Npe and Alsne reglons there
was considerable artillery Aring, but |
elsewhere It was calm

OVERCOME IN HOTEL FIRE

Guests Carried Through Smoke to

Safety by Firemen. !

MILWAURKEE, Wisn, Frb. 20, - Morse
than forty persons had NArrow
escapes when the Hartford Hotel !
caught fire here eurly todey

Btarting In the basement, Aamea
awept to upper floors quickly. Guests
wers aroused by fAremen Heveral

were overcome by smoke und carried |
down fire escapes. All are belleved
saved. l

PERSHING REPLACES
FUNSTON ON BORDER

Permanent Successor Has Not
Yet Been Decided Upon by
the War Department.

The War Department was In mourn
ing today for Maj Gen. Frederick
Funston, whosa sudden death at San
Antonio last night closed the career
of an officer with one of the most
notable service records in the mnnals
of the United States Army.

Under War Department regulationa
Mx). Gen. Johpr J. Pershing assumed
command of the Southern Degartment
unti]l an sppointment is made.

Although General Pershing stands
At the fool of the list of majar gen
erals it was indicated today he will
be given permanent command of the
department, since, next to Funston,
Pershing has been most active In
carrying on the Mexican and border
campalgn.

Will Neot Be Buried Here.

It was announced today that Gen-
e¢eral Funston will not be brought to
Washington for burial in Arlingtom
Cemetery.

The War Department was advis
that General Funaton's body will be
taken to San Francisco for burial
in the national cemetery at the Pre
sidio, Mrs -Funston and her three
children now are at S8an Francisco,

No officers from Washington »all
attend the funeral. Maj Gen Frank-
lin Beill, commanding the Western e
partment, will represent the War De
padrtment at the funeral

Secretary of War Haker, tn whom
the death of General Funston was a
personal shock, =aid today that no

| conxideration whatever w'll be given

for the present to the appointment of
a successor,
Varancy In Grade,

Not only will It be necessary to
designate a new commanding general
for the Souwthern department. In
which all

practiceslly the

quartered, but thers will be a va
cancy In the list of major generals
(Continued on Fourth Page*®

SENATE GETS ISLAND BILL

House Passes Appropriation for
West Indies Purchase.
The Administration bl appropr

aling $25,000 000
the Danish Went

for the purchase i

Indies went to oh»

Sendte from the House today 1t was<
approved by a practically unanitneus
volde in the lower body last night
The bill was passed under & suspen
“lon of the rules after briefl debate
and without roll call

The Danish West Indies meapuc
was rconsidered mlong non-partisan
linwe Minorvity Leader Mann, for
nstance, recommended prompt  pns
enge, while CCongressman Mondell of
Wyoming., anolther sisnch  Republl
can, declared the United States “in
rpEREing in resl estate rpreulalinn
in the West Indies, and paying o high
price for it

“We ought to dominate the West
Indles,” maid Mr. Mann, whe, by In
feremer, held the bill was pot with
out value as & preparsdness MeRsUre.

The bill as reported by Chairman
Flood, of the Forelgn Affalrs om
mittee, provides that so far as comn
palibie with the changed soverelgnis
all taxes and customs dotiex now
levied in the Danish Went Indirs
shell remain in aWect until Congress
shall have opportunity te enact legin
Intiomn.

It Is provided. however, that an =-
port dutly of £N per ton on suger

shall be charged

WINS SUCCESS WHEN 82

Aged Composer Sells Book to J. P.
Morgan for Fortune.

PHILAVELPHIA., Feb. 2. John
Towers, al eighiy two, n veleran sing
Ing masier and composer, wpd
denly gone through the metnmor
phosin from s poor siruggling mu
sician, fully resigned o apond nis
last days In the Theodore Presser
Home for Hetired Musiclang, to w»
master both prominent and independ
ently weanlthy. The
sudden blossoming
his selling a

has

over nignt was
valume entitled *“w7
Birthdays of Living and Desd 3Mu
sicians.” to J. Flerpont Morgan for
a comfortable fortune.

Towere In said to have spent more
than 744 hours preparing the book,
which is consldersd the most complete
of Its kind ever published.

maobils |
{ troope of the United States now are

DRY HEARINGS
COME T0 CLOSE
INCOMMITTEE

“Wets" Expected to Ask Ex-
tension of at Least
Cne Day.

WITNESSES STILL UNHEARD

Lively Discussion Marks Dis-
trict Committee’s Session on
Sheppard Measure.

Unless Ih‘n commities voles tomor
row to secure its prior order, thers
will be no further hearings on the
Sheppard prohibition bill before the
House District Commitiee,

When the committee adjourned lo
day after a lively hearing, It was to
meet tomorrow morning to take up
the Bill in executive sesalon

However, both the “wet" and “dry™
wides had witnessss present today
who were not heard, and it Ia likely
that the “wels” will urge an exten-
asion of the hearing for at least one
day. Chairman Johnson sald the
hearing had closed unless the com-
mittee wants to vote differemtly Lo
morrow,

Adjournment today Interrupted the
argument of Willlam McK. Clayton,
representing the Board of Trade and

the PFederation of Cltizens' Associa-
tions for a referendum.
Drys Ready to Close.

A. E. Shoemaker, attorney for
the AntiSaloon League, Informed
the committies that the rdy side
was ready to present s clos
ing argument in accordance with
the previous understanding that

the drys would have the closing hour.
However, the committee decided to go

ahead with ‘an outof-town “wet"
worker and the “drys” were side
tracked

Subsequently there were soveral

skirmishes over procedure, and an ef-
fort was made to hold an afternoon
sesalon, but the committes volted to
adjourn till tomorrow, leaving =
number of witnesses yet unheard
Has Otbher Witneases.
Charles J. Columbus said he had
several more witnesses for the refer
endum alde, but Congressman Cary
e wel interests had pot con-
their argument After the
hearing Mr. Shoemaker said the drys

row, although they felt they were en-
titled 1o the day,

C, P. Garrett, representing the Fed
eration of Citizenn” Assocliations, toid
the commities that the rederation
favored the prohibition bill but want-
|ed a referendum on It. The federa
|:|m1, he sald, stood for a referendum
on all questions of local concern.,

Mr. Clayton masked the commitiles
not to assume that all those who
| anted A roaerendum weres allied with
' the liguor interesis and &ll those
| who wpposed Il were prohibitlonlsts

Many prohibitionists, he said, wanted
the referenuum as was shown by the
votea in the clitiezna’ associations.
1 Compared With VPorte Rice.
“We have been asking for a r!!r':
endum In the District on various
matiers for [wenty years It Con
gress will gpive the Porte Hicans and

OFFICIALS DENY
GERMAN CRISIS
HAS ABATED

State Department Authorities
See No Basis for Talk of Im-
proved Situatioh.

PERIL STILL IN ZONE EDICT

Real Issue Befogged by Con-
flicting Opinions in Admin-
istration Quarters.

L
.l‘nnﬂll-llnx expressions in Admin-
Istration quarters regarding the pres
ent atatus of the GermanAmerican
situation have served seriously to oe
fog the real lssue.

This Is the opinlon of men in high
office In Washington who see grave
danger in the frequent statements
which have emanated during the last
twenty-four hours from sources claim.
Iing to represent the views of the Ad
ministration that “the situation Is
much impraved.”

Officials of the State Department
are unable to see where there can
be any Iimprovement so long as Lhe
threat of Germany to sink all Ameri-
can merchant ships and all ships
carrying Americans passing through
the German war zone, hangs sus-
pended In mid-alr.

Small Comfort for Future.

With American ships, with few ex-
coptions, frightened off the high seas,
and with only & few Amerieans dar-
Ing 1o take passage on other vessels
clearing for the barred area. the State
Department finds small comfort for
the futurs In the fact that American
lives are mot being lost.

Germany issued her war zone de-
cree, It was poinled out at the State
Department today, primarily to break
up neutral trade with Great Britain.
To the extent that she has frighten-
ed American commerce off the seas.
it was observed. Germany has par-
tially accomplished her purpose.

The only incidents that have oc-
curred of American ships being
sunk, It was pointed out In these

gquarters, have tended to prove that
Germany’s present attitude is In
ruthless dlaregard of past promises.
w“Mernps of m Aﬂ-
Whie there was ofldence that warn-
ing was glven before the Amarican

would not ask for more time tomor- | .0, Housatonic and Lyman M. Law

| were sunk, the State Department haw

|

|

the dark-skinned natives of the trop |

s & v ¢ nn proh. Jon, why should
{ it be denied to the National Capital,
| whuwe people live closer to the (ag,
{and In n vity wher
of Independence was presorved? Wy
|»:-u|x||l we slone he classed with Lhe
unfortunnte inmates of the insane
usylums anu thase who wenr stripes
|‘|| our peaelertiiries and have no
vole ™

1 lamex Mullowney, of Philadelphia,
representing the glass hlowers” union,
presented an argument in favor of a
’ ivferendum and in behuil of the work
fres who would be affected by legisia
['Iun making the [nstrict dry

} Jaseph Proebstle, internationnl wee
|

|

retary of the United It Waork
men of Awmerion the live wire
Lhe today, He
mueh Ao ided
izerimun avcent, and declianmalory
nhasis Sumptunry legislatlon mpos
ing prohibition upon the Distreiot, e
sabd, would threow approxims L]
men oul of work The prohibition
movement. he declared, wan largely
| & sentimential one

FEWOry
LT
witness of henring
tnilj 4 with fenling. o

em

Spenka for Hrewery Workers,
“There FOAMML N invekted I
hrewery

Are

pnd liguor business In
=i

mhaat

the
this city,”
e h

1 am nol waorry
fhat

he

| ing s
vestors probably
| speak Ffor the brewery
woarhed
nwnd have
half pald for

These in
bimve snoiigh te live
warkers
ut their
Fitnle

w

on
and vthers wha have
trade all theis
humers paid Tor o

lives

thrown oul of employment
Lhiere

wonld he

“This prohibition bill means
will soap be 20NM hootleggers he
there are in Denver. 1 was in [enver
| lawy June and saw eclghteoen carlowds
I.-r Heauor on the sidetracks walting for
|

(Continued on Eleventh Page.)

SHIP HELD IN U-BOAT TRAP

Dominion Steamer B8till Fast in
Hampton Roads Steel Net.
The Old Dominion steamoer Madison,

caught In the rubmarine next across
Hampton Roads last night, was stil)
held fast &t noon today Thren t..h—.|

the entanglements

|
|

|

:w-r'* working to pull the vessel from
\

lemy submarines

cause Mor ~thina |

CAR SHORTAGE BILL REPORT.

Agreement to report favorably the
Ewch car shortage bill, giving the In-
terstate Commerce “ommission dras
tie power to regulate any car short-
age, was announced to the House Llo-
day by the Interstate Commerce Coin
mittees.

intended for en

the Declaration |

| Sintes,

nnd

not overlooked the fact that in both
theso incidents Germany dismissed ns
“a scrap of paper,” the understanding
reached more than a year ago In the
negotiations attending the case of the
William P. Frye
The William . Frye, an American
sohoaner, was sunk by a German com-
merco raider, the Prinz Eitel Fried.
rich - now interned at Philadelphia—
while carrying & cargo of wheat from
Seattle te Liverpool. Wheat s con-
ditional contraband because it is food.
In the negotiations which followed
e United States agreed to Jet the
ense o 1o arbitration provided Ger
many agreed in the meantime, and
pending u settlement, not to sink any
American ships, even though they car-
ried conditional contraband.

Same Uncerininiy.
There |8 some uneertrinty as to the

stmtus of the Lrade in which the
Housntonle was engaging. The Ly
man M. law was ecarrying wooden

Inthing for lemon boxeg, never before
regarded as contraband.

In other words. the State Depart-
ment feels that the American people
should not permit themselves to lose
righit of the fact that the GGerman war
gene  decres,  repudiating  all  past
#» and pledges to the United
is ®till in full force and sffect,
muy at mny time result in the

pom of an “overt act” sufficl-
Justity n decluration of war

promis

coimits
entl 1

Views Conflirt.
State

wha

Ihe-
are

from the
not wll
for

ihings

I'nfortunntely,
partmeni ew puint,
the Adminis-
the
vontenry, In thess latler
the (aet

cluiming 1o apenk

trmtion mre  seelnig Anme
o iy the
emphusis Is laid on
Ame i lean ships have yet been
sunk without warning, and that no
Amerirans hnve lost their Hivea as yet
oty olhvy phipe sunk without warning,
o= Juptification for the statement that
the “situation is much hnproved ™

To put it mildly, thers s a di-

Second

Quattor
Lthat no

rage.)

(Continued on

All the News in
The Times

Despite the high cost of
print paper, The Times is
publishing more news than
any other paper in Washing-
lon,

The score for the six week-
days of last week was:

Next paper....349 cols.

In local news, The Times
also led all other papers. The
local items published being
as follows:

The Times. .. .720 items
Next paper...531 items

THRONGS OF WOMEN
STORM CITY HALL IN
NEW YORK FOODRIOT

“We Want Bread” Is Cry As Mob Sweeps Up
to Mayor’s Office; Trouble Threatened
When Leader Is Arrested.

NEW YORK, Feb. 20.—Crying “We want bread, we want

bread,” more than 300 women,

bareheaded, scantily clad—their

warmest garments being shawls thrown about their shoulders
—stormed up the steps of the city hall here today, demanding
relief from Mayor Mitchel for the high cost of food.

Some declared their families were starving.

Most of the women carried babies, their faces showing the

pinch of hunger in their arms.

The women were headed by Mrs. Ida Harris, president of
the Mother's Viligance League, and Marie Ganz, known as
“Sweet Marie.” They cyme from the tenement district, where
push cart peddlers have been steadily raising prices until the
women declared they are now utterly unable to feed their

families,

“WANT BREAD,” THEIR CRY.

“We are starving: we want bread.”
was the constant cry ralsed by the
woman as they surged about the en-
trance to clty hall

At noon a delegation of women had
Kathered In front of police headquart-
ers demanding to see Pollce Commlis-
sloner Wooda

Al the same time the plice recaived
word that 2,000 additional won en were
forming in Rutgers Square to march to
clty hall

Walking quietly across City Hall
Park the women were at the very

-

steps of the bullding before they were
noticed. They awept up the atepa en
masse. The doors were bangsd shut
In thelr faces, and wild cries and
imprecations followed.

Reserves Called Out.

A swarm of police reserves and
plain clothesmen appeared. They
drove the women down from Lhe atepa,
Marle Gans then mounted the steps
and addressed the women,

l Bhe urged the women to remaln In

(Continued on Eleventh Page.)

PAY RAISE SEEKERS
LOSEA. F.OF L. JOBS

Eleven Men and Women Who
Demanded Minimum Wage
Standard Are Out.

Eleven men and wofmen employed
the office of the American Federation
of Labor have beern either laid off or

dismissed.

All of them are members of the
Htepographers, Typewriters, and
Bookkeepers and Asslstanty’ Unlon,
No. 11,773, and all joined In the recent

demand for a $l-a-day minimum wage
neale. v

Frank Morrison, secratary of the
federation, sald the employes had not
been discharged, but the office force
had been reduced becuuse the extra
work the men and women WwWere em-
ployed to do had been completed. He
added that the employes were In-
formed that If the work became heavy
again and Justified their being re-
employed, this would be done.

Members of the union, howsver, de-
clare the laying off of the employes
at this particular time ls significant,
rend that they cannaotl convince them-
selves the discontinuance of their
services, even temporarily, is not In-
timately related to the demands for
more money.

It Is understood that at s special
maeeting of the union in Prthian Tem
ple tomorrow night the dismissal or
Inying off of employes will be consid
ered. Membera of the organization
sald they had received verbal notice
that the subject was to be discussed
anid the vourse of action of the union
determined

NAVY CENSORSHIP RIGID

Clerk Lald Off for Appearing With-
out His Building Pass.

Civilinn smaployes of the Navy De-
partment were glven warning today
that the navy censorship, the tightest

winees Spani=h war daye. has teeth In

it, when a clerk of one of the bureaus
was given n Lhirty-day lay off for ap-
pearing a1t the bullding without
fHLAN

Al the pume ime
out that at the navy yard
ploye appearing withoutl his  pass
would be given three davs' loave to
find I, fallingg In whirh he woold be
dimcharged These lons were
taken to preves passes to the Nivy
wepartment from fMalling inte the
hands of Toreign sples,

Although the censorship applies (o
the Siate amnd War Departments, as
well a 1o the Navy, It i= the latier
which s most guarded

A wilchman miutioned lawst
night To patrol ten feet of cor-
ridlor sepurating office of naval
communientions, which all ship
movemenis are wireless,
nnd the office of naval eperntions

Nao Initering wan permitted in the
Even lieutenant Metandjess
Danlels” abde. was ordered
on® ax he stopped in the

word
any em-

pre

stcurely
Wan

the
the
from

directed by

hall=
Secrelary
to “move
corridor

DEWEY ESTATE $255,000

| Naval Hero's Will Filed By Widow

and Son.
Admiral Genrge [ewey, hern of
Manila Bay. left an estate valusd at

S266,000, secording to*a petition flea
for probate in the District Supreme
Court today by his widow and son.
Mra. Mildred MeLean Iewey ana
Georgs Goodwin Dewey.

The son rencunces a claim to the
executorship. and moved that the
widow be appointed administratrix
The petition aects forth that the ad
miral ieft no real property.

Ivie |

wnas glven |

RATIONING LAW I$
FAGED BY ENGLAND

Compulsory Dieting to Conserve
Supplies Believed to Be
at Hand.

LONDOM, P¥d20.—England s fac-
ing upulsory ratl Y m .
Members of the food committee for the
kingdom do not belleve the voluntary
systom will last much longer.

W. C. Anderson, member of parila-
ment and ons of the food committes
for the kingdom, aald today:

“Frankly. I do not belleve that the
voluntary system will last much long-
er. My purely personal opinion is that
compulsory rationing measures wiil
have to be adopted for very obvious
reasons.”

To the unselfish patriots of Eng-
land, however, this compulsory ration-
ing will bring no great hardship.

Already milllons have adopted what
Lioyd.-George recently called the “na-
tional diet,” limiting themselves to
two and a half pounds of meat, four
pounds of bread, and threequarters
of & pound of sugar each week.

Those who have adopted the scale
of Lord Davenport, food controller,
have niready savea the nation thouws
sands of pounds of rations.

FOG HOLDING LINERS

Four Ships, Three From Europe,
Outside New York Harbor.

NEW YORK. Feb. 20 —Held in the
lower bay by a heavy fog, four large
rteamships today were walting its
lifting so they can proceed to plera.
They are the Patria, of the Fabre line,
from Genoa and Marseliles: the Orduna,
of the Cunard line, from Liverpool;
the San Gugliellor, of the Plerce lins,
from Genon, and the Rio De Janeiro,
from Para and San Juan,

All of the ships are carrying pas
sengers, and the wvessela frem Eu
ropeun poris are armed againat sub-
marine attack. The Patria had aboard
1.5 immigrants

The heavy fog constituted a grave
| menace Lo shipping and harbor opera-
tions all morning.

Ignoring the fact that two ships it
| hnd chartered wern aunk by subma
rines, the Kerr line announced the
Spanish nteamship Haltico would sail
today for Bordeaux She In unarmaed,
is manned by a Hpanlsh erew, com
| manded by m Npunish capluin, and
‘ flies the Spanish Nag.

MECHANICS ASK RﬁlSE

Labor Men Say District Govern-
ment’s Scale in Too Low.

A commities representing the Cen
tral Labor Unlon, consisting of Hugh
Iy Ivigney, J. Mctiulgan, and H. 1.

| Krese, called on Enginesr Commis

sloner Kulx today to urge a readjust
ment of the wage scale of mechanics
amployed by the District government]

The scale was fixed following the
adoption of the navy yard seale, and
compares favorably, the Commissioner
mavs, with she wages paid navy yard
employes

The claim wius made by the commit
ter that the navy yard pays $450 to » |
certaln class of mechanies, and that
the District rate of pay for the same
work la $4.00

In apother case, it was said. the
navy yard rate = 2457 a day and the
District rate £435

that mechanics In private employ are

District

Commissioner Kutz told the commit
tee that the matter would be glven
consideration.

LANSING PLEADS
WITHSENATORS
FOR ‘SPY’ BILLS

Goes Before Judiciary Commit-
tee in Appeal for Measures
Not Passed. |

OFFICIAL THERE WITH HIM

Assistant Attorney General
Warren Joins in Request for
Action at Once.

Fallurse on the part of thp Senate
to pass four of the eighteenm neuiral-
ity bills proposed by the Department
of Justice, caused Secretary of State
Lansing and Assistant Attorney t‘l-ll_-
eral Warren to appear today befors
the Benate Judiclary Committes In an
sarnest appeal for action on the meas-
ures, '

The most Important of the bills which
falled to get through, la one giving the

]

by the statutes of the United Btates™
Chairman Overman of the Judiciary

all the authority he needs to handle
the German submarine lssue without
recourse lo war,

“The bill has no such purpose,” ex-
“It has

“It alms merely to give the Preal-
dent power to use the military and

ent ships at sea.”
Spy BLll Passed.

Despite the siremuous opposition
led by Senator Cummins, the Senate
today jammed through the so-called
“spy™ bill, covering fourteen of the
eighteen measures sought by the Ad-
ministration, on a roll call, The vois
was 60 to 10.

The opponents of the bill were Sen-
ators Borah, Cummins, Gronna, Ken-
yon, La Follette, Norria, and Works,
Hepublicans, and Lane, Lee of Mary-
land, and Vard Democrats.

The bill, as passed, Includes no leas
than fourteen bills as originally
framed In the Department of Justice,

Drastic and sweeping provisions
against esplonage and breaches of
noutrality and inst dissemination
of information useful to an enemy
country are contained In the measyre,

Apply In Time of Feace.

The provislons against esplonage
apply in time of poace and war.

Under them, any one spying on any
part of the national defense is llable
to heavy fine and long Imprisonment.

Frovisions are In the bill which in
war time would enable the Government
o suppress newspapers and jall news-
papormen if they published any Im
formation the Government d
hurtful to it from a military or naval
standpoint.

Benator Cummine, Banator Works,
Senator Lee and others take the po-
sitlon the bill s dangerous and
clothes the Government with powers
dangerous to the civil liberty of the
prople: dangerous to free spesch and
to a free press.

See Abnormal Conditions,
They take the ponition the measurs
Ix being rushed through In the midst
of war excitement, when it would be

Impossible under normal conditions to
secure L

Focifists throughout the country
are stirred up.
The bill, it Is sxpocted, will pars

the House Inasmuch ss the Adminis
tration s pressing it, and it will ba
possible to get & rule for its consider
ation. It was all but passed by the
Senate last night. but when a final
roll call was sought thers was na
quorum
Convenes at 11,

Adjournment was then taken until
this morning. supposedily to 10:30. A
smuttering of Senators met then, but
on a point raised by Senator Brande
gee it was held by the Chalr the Sen-
ate conld not adjourn to 10:30 with-
out & quorum and so it convened at 11,

Adding te the complications over
the bill Is the fact the American
Union Against Militarism has come
against the measure.

The charge is made by this organ
fzation that bill Is ®so loosely
drawn as to be aimed directly at the

out

the

The claim was made by Mr. Digney !

pald higher wages than those of the |

pacifist movement. in language If not
in intent.
Spreinl Meeting.

A special meeting has been called
by the American Unlon Against Ml
tarism In New York today to consider
the altuation

Representatives of the union hawve
rensuited  Senators Lee, Cummine,
Works, and La Folletie to secure

amendments to the bill safeguarding
Jree mpeech and the free press

The clause to which the pacifists
object Is the following:

"Whoever, in time of war, shall, by

j ey means or in any manner, sprend

FREE

in thia country to provision belliges-. ——




